List of Adverse Effects of Speed Cameras.

E.6    Drivers risk compensate and drive closer or more aggressively. 

E.7   Drivers pay less attention at the new lower speed due to investing "just enough" attention for their personal level of safety. 

E.8   Reduced individual driver responsibility in general and for speed in particular, leads to a reduced tendency for drivers to reduce speed when necessary.

E.9     Less stimulation for drivers (lower work rates / lower information rates), leads to more sleepiness and poorer concentration. 

E.10   Drivers' priorities are distorted i.e. speeds are set to legal limits rather than for safe driving. 

E.11   More distraction from enforcement. i.e. drivers watch their speedometers or watch out for cameras or police speed traps more than before, and watch the road less as a consequence) 

E.12    Traffic diverts to less safe roads due to enforcement on busy routes- obviously this will take place. 

E.13    Drivers brake hard when they see an enforcement camera – often even when within the speed limit.

E.14    If the average speed of traffic were to be reduced there will be very significant effects in congestion and economic costs of transport. A reasonable estimate is £2bn to £5bn pa in GDP for each 1mph reduction.

E.15   Longer exposure to accident risk due to longer journey times- some accident risk  is time based. 

E.16   Joy-riders, drunks, reckless and lawless drivers – the most accident-prone are unaffected. 

E.17   Worsening of public / police relationship- cameras have already had a clear effect on the publics perception of the police. 

E.18  Reduced incentive to train drivers better. The more we characterise drivers as “incompetents who must be regulated” the further we move away from the previous “individual responsibility” system of road safety that served us so well until the early 1990s.

E.19  More lawless drivers e.g. false number plates, improper registration, no insurance, car cloning etc –hit and run drivers in the making

E.20  Safe and experienced drivers convicted with possible loss of job / home etc. 

E.21   Several recorded suicides as a result of driving bans or fear of one.

E.22   Reduced respect for law. Drivers know that legislators, police and court officials routinely break speed limits, and hypocritical application of the law brings it into serious disrepute

E.23 New Drivers' general attitude to driving is worsened - a significant risk that excessive speed enforcement will have a general negative effect on drivers' attitudes. mail  

E.24   Overtaking used to be taught as an essential skill – which it still is. But overtaking is now seen as a sin, even when done safely, risking road rage and frustration.

E.25 Increased time taken to overtake, with increased chances on two-way roads of colliding with oncoming traffic.

E.26   Inability to overtake rapidly often means inability to overtake at all, which coupled with loss of overtaking skills leads to longer and longer queues behind slower vehicles.

E.27   Frustration thus caused to those who need to travel at or near the speed limit can lead to dangerous overtaking and more accidents, not fewer.   

E.28    Too much emphasis (and therefore concentration in an emergency) on braking distances at the expense of other means of avoiding collisions such as steering or accelerating out of trouble.

 
F.29     Drivers who know where cameras are slow down for them but then speed up again. Many will feel under pressure to drive faster elsewhere 

 
F.30      Skilled and experienced drivers worried about losing their licenses ask others who are less experienced too drive them.

 
F.31     Police patrols have routinely been cut as cameras have been installed with the result that all forms of dangerous driving other than speeding are less likely to be inhibited or prosecuted.

 
F.32     Drivers who more or less obey sensible and appropriate speed limits lose patience with unrealistically low limits and, having decided to ignore them, often drive faster than they would if the limit were sensible on the principle that they might as well be hanged for a sheep as a lamb. Wilmot and Khanal, "Effect of Speed Limits on Speed and Safety" in Transport Reviews 1999, Vol. 19, No 4, 315 - 329, and their executive summary contains the following: "the main benefits of increasing speed limits seem to be in improving their credibility with the public and regaining control of speed behaviour on highways."

F.33   Drivers worried about exceeding the speed limit by mistake engage cruise control when they would not otherwise do so, even in relatively congested conditions and end up driving at times rather faster than they otherwise would have done, to avoid disengaging the cruise control. The stopping distance after first seeing danger ahead will then be greater because the vehicle does not start slowing down until the driver’s foot hits the brake pedal, rather than as soon as he lifts his foot off the accelerator when cruise control is not in use.

